CLIP Meeting August 11, 2005

1. announcements:  NSF auditor came to MSU, chose CLIP. We gave him the info that he requested.  We haven’t gotten any feedback yet.

2. PROJECTS: should look into 

a. IRGP, GATI

b. NSF supplemental funds for grad student projects related to CLIP

3. LTM update

Urban change was projected first, then agricultural expansion projected. Took UN stats for urban & country population to 2030, by country for each of the 13 countries, used regression to get annual time steps, and forward to 2050. Doing urban first, will mask it out then doing agriculture. They (countries) are simulating right now!  Then need to stitch countries together. Will be done in 2 weeks, as they had said. 

Amelie is writing up the methods now, and it will be turned into a paper.  She is amazing.

Will need to get LTM forecasts into RAMS ( needs corners, and file with coordinates. Geographic projection should work. OR, Bryan will just send the grid that LTM produces & RAMS could (?) input it.  


Bryan will send specs for terabyte+ hard drive & associated card.


Bryan asked for the Knowledge Elicitation materials (bib & table) from Jenny that Marianne did to use for write up of the expert systems.  Can compare the LTM results with the expert system results and write up as a paper. 

4. NPP update:  stumbling block with IDRISI. Have gridded precipitation data (VASCLIMO), 1951-2000, ½ & 1 degree data, monthly. The ERA 40 data turned out to be a disappointment. Now tying to use CRU (for temp data), 1951-1995, in IDRISI format. Will send a file to Bryan to see what he can do.  Dave L also has IDRISI license. 

Can take monthly & use to generate daily with MARKSIM (Phil Thornton & Peter Jones’ program). Trying to get Phil here this fall, he can help with automating precipitation data from monthly to daily, and from many iterations of a few places to many of huge areas. He’s been on Holidays.

First paper to be written: how historical climatic variability is linked to agricultural productivity variability.  Will first do pilot within a few weeks.

The results will mesh with Ruth’s results very well of the natural areas (using same framework)

Will need to compare model results with the case study results( scale issues. 

5. Land use/ cover update & plans 

a. Land management impacts on savannas:  

Interest in looking at heterogeneity in savanna vegetation over space & time, a huge issue that affects RS interpretation of savannas in Africa. Will examine in terms of impacts of human management and socioeconomic changes by comparing parameters etc. in selected regions over time. Possible regions could be in and around the Maasai Mara (where ILRI is doing allot of ecological work), include the Loitokitok area, and in northern Kenya. Possibly use / adapt Qi’s work on brown biomass.

b. Urban growth: the Nairobi historical LUC was put on back burner this summer. Could be linked to uncertainty analyses re classes.  Could compare modeled urban growth with expert system, and with historical patterns.

c. Sensitivity of climate to specific land parameters, cover classes, spatial pattern of change: will figure out what’s the priority and what’s possible when Qi, Jianjun return and when we have Kilimanjaro time.

6. RAMS stuff

a. Machine update : 

i. Purdue has a new Golden Sunset IBM machine. Nathan will try to find out its name to try to get onto it.

b. Jing’s LAI corves are imported into RAMS successfully, OGE/Clipcover comparison nearly complete, fractional assessment paper stepped out…

c. Update on GCM: is downloading January 2000 from CCSM Scenario A1B now.  Next: get clipcover for the new grid, and validate

7. Uncertainty analyses: have feedback design
8. publications/ presentations: 

a. Ge’s paper on Q stat, submitted to Remote Sens of Env

b. MABEL’s paper by Zhen et al: coming out in Simulation

c. Human Ecology DJC et al paper: coming out, using authors’ photos for the cover

d. Nate’s video paper: waiting on Jenny, 

e. Smucker et al’s paper on participatory approaches to LU analyses being submitted to LU Policy this week

f. GeoForum: Walsh’s instructions look ok, but need to find out if can do a case study. DJC will put together an outline to bat around.

g. AAG: Chicago, March 2006. Abstracts due 13 October. Let’s do a CLIP panel, see if can present our projections

h. HDGC in Bonn in Oct: Bryan doing a paper on entropy on model performance in Albania & Milwaukee. Olson’s is a general one on CLIP progress.

i. AGU in Dec: Nathan: decadal simulations. Bryan will do something on CLIP

j. AAAS in Feb: multi-scale analysis (Jenny)

k. NSF East Africa biocomplex meeting (Alice Pell Cornell): Feb 06.

